Theme - Hearing God in the world
The Aim of the session is to explore “can we hear God through what is going on in the world around us”. The pilot for the session was with a group of 14 year olds, most of whom had little or no Christian background, but had been attending the group regularly and built up good relationships with the leaders. 

Throughout the evening get young people to take pictures on a digital camera of themselves and the leaders to use for the final part of the event.

	Title/ Aim of Activity
	Description
	Time
	Equipment

	Icebreaker
	Get the group to pose for a picture by getting them all to lie on the floor with their heads together in the middle, take a photo from above.
	5 mins
	Digital Camera

	Bible Shout

Can we hear God through the loudness of everyday life?
	Divide into pairs, one of each pair to stand at either end of the room.  Give one a bible verse with references to shout across the room to their partner who has to write it down (or memorise) it word for word as they hear it. All the young people should shout at the same time. You could change the verses for key bits from films depending on the group.
	8-10 mins
	Enough Bible verses for group and pens and paper

	Where’s your head at?
Recognising it can be hard to think clearly when there is much happening
	Give out a worksheet of a person’s brain with blank spaces for the young people to write or draw in all the things that they are thinking about at the moment. (adapted from Inspire by Nigel and Jo Pimlott)
	10 min
	A worksheet of a Brain, pens.

	Forest Gump
Intro to next exercise
	Put the revels in a bag and offer them around, ask if anyone has seen the film ‘Forest Gump’. Explain “Life is like a box a chocolates you never know what you’re going get”.   Tell the group that you are about to try something different, encourage them to give it a go. “coz you never know what you’re going to get”.
	3-5 mins
	Revels in a bag so the young people can’t see what they pick.

	Recitation
To get the group to try something new and different.


	You want to create a expectant atmosphere so explain to the group you are going to try this ‘new thing’ and are they willing to give it a go (it is important you build up to this activity in the right way otherwise they won’t even bother to try it because it is quite off the wall). Get the group to spread out around the room and stand facing a wall. Get them to repeat over and over the words “God is good, His love endures forever”. Ask them to think about the words as they say them. Keep the exercise going if it is working well. Debrief at the end, some may have mixed the words up. Ask them how it felt, did they hear different emphasis etc

	10 mins
	None

	Story time

An example of God Speaking
	Share a story of God speaking to you or someone through creation or something similar. If stuck use the one on page 48/49 of Meet them where they’re at works really well
	3 mins
	None

	Shoe Swap
God walked in our shoes so knows what we going through and intro to next exercise
	Get the group to swap shoes. Explain that one end of the room is for yes or agree, the other end no or disagree.  Read out a series of questions getting the young people to stand at the end of the room that applies to them.  For example Can you see or hear God through…. Emmerdale?, Blink 182? Newspapers? head teachers? etc
	5 mins
	None

	God in the Magazines
Is God saying anything if so what?
	Divide into groups of about 5 yp with a leader and give them a few teenage magazines or whatever your group may be looking at. Ask them to identify if they think God is saying anything through them?
	10 mins
	Magazines

	Contemporary Communion

To draw the evening together in a relevant way.
	Whilst the group are doing the magazines, download the pictures taken throughout the evening onto powerpoint slide show and alternate with images of Jesus. (if in a different room run the show on a loop). Get the group together to ask if they want to see the pictures taken earlier in the evening, (works best if you don’t tell them about the images of Jesus). Ask them to be fairly quiet as they watch, and serve the Coke whilst passing round the Pringles.  During this play a relevant piece of music (something from the charts to keep with the theme). When the music finishes read the end of 1 Cor 11 (the last supper bit) replace Bread with Pringles and cup with Pepsi.
	15 mins
	Bottle of Pepsi. Tube of Pringles. Laptop and projector.
Cups

	Take Away

Connecting back into the real world
	Invite the group to take a picture that reminds them of the evening, and that will help them remember that God is always talking to them. (drop in the fact that next time they have a Pepsi or Pringles to remember Jesus)
	5 mins
	Mini Pictures



� Preparation – Download some images of Jesus of the web (or use The Christ  we share), and prep a powerpoint slideshow leaving a blank slide in between each one. Before the meeting set up the computer and projector (if possible in a different room). Also set up Coke, a tube of Pringles, and CD player





� I cut and laminated pictures from an arts brochure. Each image about 2 x 3 cm.





